724                             THE LIFE OF NELSON
Nelson first recounted, briefly but specifically, " the eminent services of Emina Hamilton" to the state, on two occasions, as believed by himself to have been rendered. Into the actuality of these services it is not necessary here to inquire;x it is sufficient to say that Nelson's knowledge of them could not have been at first hand, and that the credence he unquestionably gave to them must have depended upon the evidence of others, — probably of Lady Hamilton herself, in whom lie felt, and always expressed, the most unbounded confidence. " Could I have rewarded these services/3 the paper concludes, " I would not now call upon my Country; but as that has not been in my power, I leave Emma Lady Hamilton, therefore, a legacy to my King and Country, that they will give her an ample provision to maintain her rank in life. I also leave to the beneficence of my Country my adopted daughter, Horatia Nelson Thompson; and I desire she will use in future the name of Nelson only. These are the only favours I ask of my King and Country at this moment when I am going to fight their battle. May God bless my King and Country, and all those who I hold dear. My relations it is needless to mention : they will of course be amply provided for."
At seven o'clock Nelson had returned from the poop to the cabin/for at that hour was made in his private journal the last entry of occurrences, — " At seven the combined fleets wearing in succession.33 Here it seems likely that he laid down the pen, for, when he was found writing again, some hours later, it was to complete the long record of experiences and of duties, with words that summed up, in fit and most touching expression, the self-devotion of a life already entering the shadow of death.
Between eight and nine o'clock the other frigate commanders came on board the "Victory;" aides-de-camp, as it were, waiting to the last moment to receive such orders as might require more extensive wording, or precise explanation, tb an is supplied by the sententious phrases of the signal-book* Blackwood himself, a captain of long standing and of tried
1 Tlie question of Lady Hamilton's services on tHe occasions, mentioned by Kelson, vigorously asserted "by herself, lias been exhaustively discussed by Professor Jahjj, Knox Loaghton, in the " "United Service Magazine " for April and May, 1889* His conclusions are decisively adverse to her claims,.